430                                NOTES.
Abd ar Kahman. When the tharid was set on, he said, " My son, is it of one hand or two?" " Of one," answered his son, and Hassan put forth one hand to eat it. When the roast meat came he asked the same question, and being told that it was of "two hands/' he abstained; thinking, it would seem, that he could not cut or tear it decently from the dish like the others. Hassan ibn Thabit was one of the chief poets of the days of the Prophet, and one of the three who sang his praises in opposition to the satirical poets on the other side. The other two were Kab ibn Malik and 'Abd Allah ibn Kawahah. He died A.H. 54, at the age, it is said, of 120 years. Details concerning him will be found in Caussin de Perceval's Essai; the reader may also be referred to Hammer-Purgstall's Liter aturgeschichte. A great number of his verses are to be found in the Sirat ar Resul, and a fragment in the Hamaseh, p. 737, Ar. Text. It was to his poetical powers that the conversion of the tribe of Temini was mainly due, since he vanquished their chief poet in a mufakharah. Like Horace, he was more eminent for his poetry than for his courage on the battle field ; and his cowardice lost him the favour of the Prophet, who was also incensed against him as one of the calumniators of eAyisheh in the affair of Safwan ibn al Mo'attal. When "Ayisheh's innocence was revealed to Mohammed (Koran, xxiv. 11) he ordered Hassan and some others to receive each eighty strokes with a rod ; a punishment which is still inflicted by Moslems on those who falsely accuse a woman of adultery.
Tesnim, a fountain in Paradise. At Koran Ixxxiii. 27, it is said that the wine of the blessed shall be mixed with Tesnlm, " a fountain at which those who are brought near (to God) shall drink." According to Bayd&wi, it -is called Tesnlm from the loftiness of its position, or the nobility of its draught. He, however, considers that a distinction is made in the text between the ^yU and the rest of the people of Paradise ; and that the meaning is that the former will drink of the fount of Tesnim unmixed, and the latter mixed. In Freytag's Lexicon it is said that the fount of Tesnim flows over the place called i_i x. It